Notes taken from the Transactions of the Essex Society for Archaeology and History  Volume 37. 2006, by kind permission of the Honorary Editor. 

Priors Green TL 5730 2140

There are two small Neolithic features.

There are two large fragments of field systems from the Early to Middle Iron Age with a long irregular ditch going from North to South on the West and two pits.

All along Jacks Lane there are gullies probably associated with small farming plots from the early 13th to mid/late 13th Century. 

The later remains are more substantial and have 4 large pits and a 4 post structure which was probably a barn.

South of Bonningtons Farm

2 pits which could be prehistoric and had burnt flints in them. A curving ditch had 4 sherds of mid to late Iron Age pottery.

There was a medieval pit and post hole, with pottery some of which was similar to that from the Frogs Hall site.

A short lived enclosure from the late 12th to early 13th Century had pits, hearths, domestic pottery, slag, oysters, animal bone, all suggesting a settlement in the vicinity.

The site of a house could have been eroded by later ploughing.

Medieval farmhouse north of the B1256 to the East of the telephone exchange.

A small amount of Roman pottery. There were 3 phases of activity from the 12th to the 14th centuries, with ditches and structures.

The plant remains suggest woodland clearance.

Some of the 12th to 13th Century pot sherds may have come from the Frogs Hall site as they seem to be local.

Brookside, Takeley Street. TL 5482 2115

Animal bone and a small amount of 1st Century Roman pottery in a ditch running perpendicular to Stane Street. Probably one side of an enclosure or plot.

Thremhall Priory  TL 5215 2140

The medieval Priory was probably to the North of the present house, which dates from the late 18th to the 19th Century.

The wall foundations under the 18th century house date from the period after 1536 and the Dissolution of the Monasteries.

Stansted Airport. South Gate Area 1A  TL 5580  2430

Neolithic and Iron Age to Anglo Saxo/Norman period. Some remains

 Nothing for the Middle Bronze  or Romano British or Medieval periods.

Stansted Airport BSP off Coopers End Road, Coopers End Roundabout, Thremhall Avenue, TL 554 231

Late Bronze, early Romano British & late Romano British.

There is a possibility of a late Iron Age/ Romano British settlement, which has not yet been found.

Upper Roding Valley/Lower Bambers Green/Frogs Hall site. 

Some Mesolithic & Neolithic worked flints, but probably no settlement only hunters passing along the valley. 

There may well be a late Bronze Age settlement which has not yet been found.

There is Middlle Bronze Age pottery on the Western fringes of the Frogs Hall evaluation area.

In the early Iron Age an East/West boundary ditch was built as drainage and as a boundary.

This was probably a low status agricultural community judging by the small amounts of animal bones—cattle and sheep/goats-- and a fragment of a quern.

The settlement was away from the flood plain of the Roding, above the 90m contour line, but in easy reach of the river. No burials have yet been found.

Late Iron/Early Roman saw low level agricultural activity to the early 1st Century.

There were North/East and South/West boundary ditches to the North of the site, and 4 late Iron Age cremation burials just beyond it. 

There is probably a late Iron Age settlement not yet found.   

 Early Roman.

At this period the site began to be used more. There is a major North/South boundary ditch separating the flood plain from the higher ground to the West.

Four early Roman cremation burials were grouped together to the South of the area. They truncated three poorly defined & undated gullies. As was common in Roman times they are on the border of the occupied land , and lie between the flood plain & the agricultural land.

Mid to late Roman

An increase in agricultural activity is indicated by the better drainage systems, the buildings, crop processing facilities and track ways.

The construction of storehouses and the crop processing structures [possibly for malt making] suggests that they were producing a surplus. This may have been needed to pay the increase in tax to the Roman state.

The boundary ditch North/South and the crossing gullies were still important. 

There are no burials from this period but they may be on the East side of the river away from the villa complex.

This was a busy and industrial area with agricultural buildings, granaries, store houses and circular huts to the North. 

The activity was metal working –a copper alloy spoon, bits of a mirror, bone hair pins or needle associated with metal working were found.

Even more interesting was the discovery of pottery kilns. 15 bead rimmed dishes were found in one Roof tiles were probably made nearby as those discovered have the local coarse sand in them.

There may also have been wood working in the later period.

Charred field beans & peas were found with the fragments of 7 Roman quern stones.

The are had excellent resources for all these activities—water, clay, sand and good communication networks.

Saxon.

The work on the pipe line to the East revealed some early Saxon metal work, and suggests that the villa site in Canfield may have been occupied.

Medieval.

The land to the West above the flood line was arable farming land . To the East were small enclosures suggesting mixed and animal husbandry.

A new boundary close to the old Roman boundary ran parallel to Lower Bambers Green, re-establishing the division of Roman times. No remains were found to the East of this, suggesting that the risk of flooding restricted it to pasture use.

There may well have been a rise in the water table. Other sites in Takeley were found to be wet at this period.

Quarrying, metal working and pottery kilns were found South of the green lane. There were the remains of smithing bottoms & of slag. Also medieval quern stones were found.

A small pottery business would have been seasonal with farming activities as well. We have documentary evidence for potters in the area. There is a Potters lane mentioned, probably the Lower Bambers Green lane, & we even know the name of one man who was called Clement le Potter.

It is thought that the medieval houses were at the Southern end of Lower bambers Green, but the sites were not unfortunately excavated.

Post medieval.

There is still a difference between the flood plain and the higher ground to the West by Frogs Hall, but better land drainage and agriculture meant that the small enclosures near the river were now incorporated into larger fields.

A track across Woods Mead led to a crossing of the River Roding.

After 1838 the hamlet declined. The 1861 Census Return gives all the males as agricultural labourers, with one gardener.

