TAKELEY LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY


World War II, Civil Defense Plan

Sixty five years ago I would have either been locked up or possibly shot for revealing what I am about to reveal here.  This arrived to us in an envelope still marked as SECRET. I think both the world and Takeley have changed sufficiently that what follows is now out of date.

Quite simple this is the Takeley Civil Defense plan from, 1943. Whilst some of it does make me smile because we have been preconditioned by Dad’s Army to find the ringing of Church bells and blowing of whistles in the face of an invading army slightly quaint, other aspects such of the provision of emergency mortuary and burial space does make you realise that this was for real. 
Steve Hazon

Chairman, Takeley Local History Society

April 2009
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The Parish_is rov fhly in the form of a triangle; the hase
about 3 miles in Iength,being vart of the B/Stortford -
Colchester Rd. As well as scattered dwellings along this
road, there are also three groups of houses, 1though this
.road -is the Parish boundary,all houses ad,ﬁoininf it uoon

the opposite gide,are served by the Takeley Perieh .Invasion
Committee,as also is part of Broxted, To _the North towards

" the apex of the traangle are the hamiets,of,Molehill Green,
“and Bambers Green, GRS :

I000-1500.

346,

It is appreciated that being on an important road,there
might.be heavy bombing, . Two aerodromes are nearin,
completion, - One on éither side of the villase which might
lead to parachutists being dropved.

The village is undefended and has no strong points which
woulg make necessary any eva tion of Wouses at the first
onset,

For the gurposes of the Wardens Services,the villace was
divided into 7.Sectors in 1938, These divisions are
uﬁil(iisgq for P.I{:C Meet%%gs a_mdﬂl;eceive% iqs%mgtions in

e ie cte hém in the ev £ V! n,
In eac Sgcggg,ea quegiionggiig has %egg d%str"}?‘“u%eg and the
resulting d%ta tabulated to_show the mm\be%'_of ca{ts;horsfs:
implements; tools;bedding,and various domestic articlés willZ
ing to be placed at the disposal of the P,I.C.in »n emergency
From this questionnaire,the Grren and Pink Lirts were also
compiled,

Chairman:—c.'v'lri;iht;}‘iose Nurseﬂes,'l‘akeley. Tel.Takeley. 283,
Home Guard., Lt.A.A,.G, Cox,Sheering Hall." " ” 334

Police. D.Haines; Takeley. g Y 222,
Womens Ingtitute Mrg Winder, "The Grange". " Ly 221¢
“en3pecial CJon, J.Winder.The Arange " " o B
-Food Organiser, Mr.Digby,0ld House: harm.: - ¢ 2 223,
First Aid, Miss E,Cayzer. "Roverdene" Takeleyv. no phone,

Chief Warden. R,Thurgood,Brewers =nd, il 2 1 335
Fire,Local.N.F.S, Mr, Piper,Takeley Street. " » 286,
Red Crogs. Mrs Charlton. Canfield Park b . 256.

Independent, F.Wright. "The Chalet" Takeley. no phone.

An endeavour is being made to obtain other independent
members,

The Rose Nurseries,Takeley. Tel.Tskeley. 288,
In an emergency, The Wardens Post. ) » 233,

Upon receipt of "Stand To", the local Home Guard Gommander,
as Military Representitive,notifies the Chairman,who passes
it on to the P,I.C,members,and arranges for telephone to be
continuously manned, On receipt of "Action Stations", the
Committee opens it's H,Q.which will remain conti'mousiy
manned while the emergency lasts.
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h Long whistle blasts for sn Air "eid Werning.

Sort Blasts to indicate fell of Incendiary Bombs.

Church Bell; the Church key is in possession of s man
comgetent to rlngﬂthe bells when ordered by the Home Guard
in the event of emy Parachutists or other air-borne troops
landing in the locality.

The Rattle fo. 8 5 s i

fand belie &ad S‘zalou iﬁ?’éas g gag.a Clear by zinsneios

2(. ¥r Longs House,Canfield Rd

Iz. Senior Wardens House,Brewers End Takeley.
Takele¥.
3). Mr Barrett's House,Crumps torner, Tekeley.

Is such as the householders can provide themselves.

Telephone: Neargide ints on other exchanges, North, South

East?& West of the vgilage. B 2 ’
a i .

gilgégoglgi?;éssellier st,Hatfield Broad Oak,Tel.NO. Hatfield

ss M,Sanders, Start Hill,B/Stortford; Tel No; B/Stortford

I7.
Rev.A,.Senior,Tittle Canfield; Tel.No;Dunmow 253,
W,Bush; VWrens Nest,Broxted; Tel.No: Henhem, 38.

The locel Home Guard Commander's house, Sheering Hall, Takeley
In an emergency:-Fyfe's Chaff Factory,ﬁekeley,

Home Guard musters 50 men, Commander :-Lieut.A.A.G.Cox, of
Sheering Hall, Takeley.

Telephone:- Takeley 222,
Regulars, I. Specisals. 3.

The P.I.C, are in close touch with the local Police Officer,
and have the benefit of his helY in an advisory csapacity.
Police duties consist of Control of traffic rom’.n§ of
craters,ans arranging road deviations, and immobilising
vehicles,and posting specisl notices,and the care of
security matters in general.

Wardens Post in outbuildings at Takeley Vicara-e,
Tel.No:Takeley, 233,

Wardens,20 in number.

Wardens duties:- to report incidents and in particuler,
move~ents of enemy troops. To _guide rescue parties; assist
the Police in :roytﬁng areas,and in_the immobilising of
vehicles, To cleaf¥ people from danger areas,and give
First Aid to the wounded whenever possiltle,

(I). Canfield Park,Tskeley; Personnel,I5. including 3
clerks and 5,cqoks. There are 25 beds ready snd the number
can be expanded to 40 if necessary to make this point an
en rggnc;é %ospﬁ:gl.. At%ach;d is a car trailer ambulance
an rettcher,and a_tarty of 5.

2). The Green Man.P.h.The Street,Takeley;personnel 5.

3). The Three Horse Shoes.P,H.Molehill Green,Takeley,
personnel 5, In addition to these 3 official points,two
others can be opened if the f%rmer were put_out %f actlon.
In emergency,two trained First Aid Persornel will be
stationed at’the Vicarage joining the Wardens Post,

Al1 points have other personnel under training to replace
those called up.
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FIRE WATCHERS.

FOOD.

At present,calls would be made to Dinmow Fire Tri e
Tel.No:Dunmow 3I,32. igade,
The village now has an N
they receive equipment,t
on call. ?

.F.S.party of II. As soon as
is will be the Fire Service

Three Parties numbering 30.aporox.
Equipment;Fire helmets,stirrup pumps;

Organiser.Mr.W,Digby,0ld House Farm,Takeley.Tel.No: 225,
Distributing Shops, Felgates Stores,Takeley; Reads Stores

é Rseley; Hiss Ayletts S %fes,!ﬁolehii Green, Takeley.

REST CENTRES,

BILLETTING
OFFICER.

VOLUNTARY
ORGANTISATIONS.

YOUTH
ORGANISATIONS.
EVACUATION,

SUPPLIES OF FUEL.

WATER SUPPLY.
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Fox,P.H.Takeley; J. dred, The Street, Takeley.

Food Emergency Stores: The Lion & Tamb,.P.H, Takeley.
The Vicarage,Takeley. Stanleys Shop,The Street,%akeley.
Miss Ayletts Stores,Molehill Gre»n,Ta&aley.

Emergency Slaughterhouse, Frogs Hall Ferm, Takeley.
Milk Supply, Parkers Earm,Takele‘K.
Baker. .J.Eldred,The Street, Takeley.
Nursery Centre, Warish Hall, Farm, Takeley.
Reet-Centres i :

County Council Centres: The S{iver Jubilee Hall,and the
Chapel Hall,Takeley; each accomadating 100 people, approx.

Tempory Refuge Centres to be staffed bg all those 1ivin§
near each centre who have their names down for such wor.
in the Pink Lists.

The Limes, Takele ,capacity 50 peovple.

The Grange Farm Houee Takeley; 40 people,
High House Farm,Takeley; 20 peovle.
Bonningtons Farm,Takeley; 50 people.
Firzgeralds,The Street,Takeley; 20 peovle.

Mr.A.Frost,School House,Takeley,Tel No: Takeley 3%5.

Womens' Institute,

GIRL GUIDES.

The local Home Guard Commander has stated that there are
m%st 1il§il no strong ngts now; _the Fouy Aches Inn,was
one rn% a : ir

necessary the fnﬁg.g‘itgn%g Yould movgv gag-e{g%ig%?: in the

village.

Emerge: Storeg of Coal g followe:—

Fy?eg ?ggtor?r, %O %ons? ﬁf%hﬁ;gogé,gg tone.

Main Water; In the eveut of mains beinc Aamaced,s man

“as been detailed to tuxn off sluice valves, The Tardens

i i nl - T 3 Tie
BaTR 555HTSE F5VEhROne BT B8 Bhe Bk LAC 0

There is still room for I0% of the populgtion in the
churchyard, The alternative# chosen,is 2 mile away in
Glebe meadows,Parsonaze Road Takeley.

T'hg V%car and Chairman of P.I.C.will keep senarate
records..
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POTENTIAL
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Stables at the Vicarage and stables at Cenfield Park.

These are no 1ou§er recosrnised as a service,which has made
the matter more fficul For exercises sc‘qool boys were
used successful Ef forte are being made to ohtain

others for this job who are older,

Men:~ 220, Women:- 338,

(Sgnd) Chas Wright.

Chairmen of Takeley
Parish Invesinon Committee,




To further set the scene, paper, like everything else, was in short supply and so this was typed on the back of pre-used paper, in this case a baby’s gas mask instructions from 1939. 
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ATR RAID PRUCAUTIONS IEPART ENT,
: HEAD QUARTTRS,
HEL/ET FOR BABY (continued) CHRL 'SFORD.

6th July, 1939.

The Hood without metal frame.

The complete metal frame
with straps, but without
hood, showing extension
and folding legs.

The metal extension
and folding legs.




And finally on the rear of the other two pages patrol areas for the ARP and an equipment list for Fast Cars.
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Equipment Totals for Fast Cars:

DISTRIBUTION

EMERGENCY ARRANGEMENTS

OF_EQUIPMENT

C.D. OILSKII

PLAGE STHEL, HELMETS | RESPIRATORS | SUITS CURTATHS _| GLOVES . EYE_SHTELDS RIIARKS
s 7 T
48 7
7 29
THAXVED E : 10
("H" 1,2,3,) ﬁ fi1i26 13 13 13 2
4 3
bl
LINDSELL ‘ 7 2 1 1 1 + 9 2 To be left at Honk Stuy
| 4 Thaxted
I © G| T | Six extra Helmets required
7 ‘ | 108 sizes unknown.
| 7 | : 10 Boots allotted to present
& 3% ACTIVE Wardens.
DUNOW 2% | 18
('2-1-3_ h s% 69 \[ 36 36 36 : Z
1 :
o | |
) e |
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23 Size : 9
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J.G. Lensberry, The Chequers, Stortford Rd., Dumiod.
H.A. llayes, The Royal Oak, Stortford Rd., D ow

daries of Post :- "From the corner of New Street, along
ortford Road in a Westerly direction and then south dovn >
Road to junction of New Street, and St. fldmunds Fields.™

Air Raid Wardens' Service - North Western A.R.P. Area Poat "B" 2.

Senior Warden: T.F. Pinnegar, The Logans, Stortford Rd., Dunmow.
Second Warden, .. Frecknall, 5, The Downs, Dunmow.

Boundaries of Post :~ "Southern boundary, Reilway line fiom Parish

boundary in West, North along High Stile Road, Stortford Rd., Rosenary
Lane to junction of Gausewsy. Thence North ‘/est past Newton Hall to 2
Parish Boundary. 3

Air Raid Wa;édphs' Service orth Western AR,P. Area Pogt "EM 3.

Senior Warden: Rev. B.I. licllish, The Vicarage, Dummow, Essex
Second Varden: G.V.-Despard, Rear of Cloclkhouse, Dumiow.

Boundarics of Post :- "Imaginary line from Parish Boundary in North

to licrks Hill Farm, thence Jest through Tower House to Junction of

North Street and Causeway thehce in North Westerly dircction to Newton
- Hall and Parish Boundary on West."

Air Reid Wardens' Service - North Western A.R.P, Avca. _ Post "B" k.
Senior Warden: A.C.T. Goodey, 52, North Street, Durmow.
Second Warden: H. Thite, 8, Vhite Strect, Dumnow.

Boundaries of Post :- Northern and Bastern ‘boundaries from Junction of
Torth Stroet and Causéway to river thence along river in Southerly
direction to Braintree Road at Ford Bridge. Southorn boundary Braintree
-Road, thence West along High Street and Stortford Rd., to Rosemary Lane
and thence North to junction of Causeway.

Air Reid Wardens' Servicc - North Western A.R.P. Arca _ Post "I" 5.

Serdor-Tarden : W.A. Hasler The Croft, Dunmow, Tssex.

Boundaries of Post: .11 that part .of the parish of Great Dumow lying
Tast of the L.N.B.R. Railway Line from a point at thc Railwey Bridge,
Chelmsford Rd., to Braintree Road corner along north sidc of Braintrce Road

to Durmow Ford Bridge. thence North via River Chelmer, turn Zast opposite

Tower House, skirt licrké Hill Wood and Farm on the South and Bast sides to
Parish Boundary in North., Along High Strcet from Kincma as far as New Strect
and including whole of New Street.
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