Takeley Local History Society

Minutes of the AGM – 4th November 2003, 7.30pm

(S Hazon chaired the meeting in T Allen’s absence, due to ill health).

1. The minutes of the AGM held on 8.10.02 were approved and accepted.

2. S Hazon advised that T Allen had requested to stand down as Chairman.  S Hazon suggested that T Allen should be made President of the Society, which the Committee and audience agreed with. D Dean and B Marshall proposed S Hazon for the post of Chairman, which he accepted for one year only, stressing the need for new people to get involved with TLHS.

S Hazon also advised that the Secretary, M Bayford, wished to stand down. The audience were asked if anyone wished to take on the role, but no volunteers were forthcoming. The vacancy remains.

3. P Altham gave the Treasurers Report which was accepted. No questions were raised.

4. S Hazon summarised the activities of TLHS during 2003: 

E Field (25.2.03) – Sitting on the fence, life at Wood Row in the 1920’s

A Wright (27.5.03) – Now and then in the Five Parishes (Broxted with Chickney, Tilty, Gt Easton, Lt Easton)

A Gibson (22.7.03) – Local timber framed buildings

N Watkiss (16.9.03) – Seven centuries of Takeley characters

Other points of interest mentioned were:

The TLHS website continues to be updated and improved and includes details of the Takeley Telephone Exchange explosion.

B Marshall and P Salmon are currently working on a book on Servicemen, hopefully to be available in the New Year. P Salmon is also working on a book about Molehill Green and B Marshall’s book on the Charles Wright Rose nurseries is already available. 

The 2003 TLHS calendar was successful but a calendar for 2004 was not produced in view of the Stop Stansted Expansion calendar.

The Sarcen stone was unveiled during the year.

M Sayers and L Bond have carried out research on the Takeley Archbishop.

A bound copy of the War memorial book has been produced but presenting the book to the British Legion will be deferred until T Allen is well enough to attend the ceremony.

R Livermore and S Hazon have carried out research on aerial photographs of Takeley.

N and J Watkiss have carried out research on early manorial rolls relating to Takeley.

Meetings arranged for next year are:  24.2.03, 27.4.03 and 22.6.04.

S Hazon advised that the Gt Hallingbury History Society is having a presentation on the silk trade on 20.11.03 in the village hall. Everyone is welcome and the charge is £2 for non-members.

5. Any other business – None

6. Two presentations followed; one by D Dean on agricultural machinery and one by R Livermore an aerial photography of Takeley. 
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